December 23, 1957

Dr, Kenneth MeQuillern
Departmert of Biochemistry
University of Cembridge
Ternis Court Read
Cambridge, England

My dear Yelulllens

I wvas {reaning o rether more verbose reprly to your letter of December
vher: 1 realized that I was simply relashing the arguments that I had stated
in my earlisr letter, The sum of them wae end is that while 7 am guite
sympathetic 20 to your aims and your factual critique that I oan't help but
feel that you are putting the cart before the horse in the present article,
The content of your remerks seems to me ramich too cogent te wverrant belng
tied to & purely tersinologieal discussion, Given Lhis there is no otvious
reason why the nots whiech you are submitting te Nature should arpear over
any signeture oiler than your own, Indeed since there is no pleasent way to
record the dissenta, this tyre of procedure night seem to smachk & little hit
of selfwelected lerislation and the terminclogical asvects of the discussion
gsoan to me too urimportent for such treatment, Ferhaps 1 am reacting unduly
strongly to the title rather than the text of ihe note,

Is there any remaining pessibility of your considering an elternative
course? (ne I would agein earnestly recommend would be to embody the factual
contant of your eriticism inteo a note over your owh signsture, This would
conntitute & construstive discuseion of whei vour various eited muthors arvear
to mean in thelr ueapge of the term protoplasts rather than the more negetive
eriticism of their failure to abide by what you would consider the bhest usage,
The terminological question oupht then to be relarated te & final perenthesis,

In any event my reluctarce to add my signature should be consirued as & roserva~
ion ahout this perticular aprroemehr rather than hestility Lo vour inter-ratetion,

I think too thet there is some advance in our understarnding when we realize
2t least the ¥inship of Leforme with proterlssts and I hore that the rrecision
that may be advanced by a definitive terminology will not cbmeure this interesting
relationshir,

I oan Tully sympsthize with your dif7iculties ir securing s messure of ura=-
nimity in the introduction of & new term, But thie is a vice which attaches to
any collective setion and one mey often find thet in the course of tryln- to rake
too many compromises for a joint stats-ent that an ineffcctive one ray result,
All 4in all, I see pgreater virtues in individual responsibility for sclentific
statenents than in trying to obtain formal ecllective judgments,
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I am in a little bit of a predicament with regard to the manuscript of
vhich you have just been sent & copy, This is in tyo advanced a stage in
press for it to be feasible to make a sweeping revialon of the terminclegy
even had I reached the point of decision where I might wish to do so, Howe
ever 1 wauld be guite happy to mnd a final footnote referring to your
terminological eriticlsm 1f you sond me an adequate reflersnce to it at
your sarlisst convenience, I do nol know whether thegewill be adequete time
for such 2 step, .

All in all as you cen see I eam much more concerned about the clarifica-
tion of meaning in the usage of these terms than in the particular choice of
the words, From this point of view your discussion may be most valuable in
provoking our colleagues and myself to make as explicit as pessible the mesn—
ing that they wish to attach to "Protoplast® and other similar terms, This
is perhaps the most we oan hope for, "Protoplast® ic after ell borrowed from
another discipline, and considering that there still oxists considersble contro-
versy over the application of the word "cells® to hacteriologyr u are bound
to run inte trouble, It 4s still en open question whesther one’ shbuld draw the
homology between the cellulese walls of plant cells and & the polypeptide wmlls
of bacteria or whether ens should include in the latter all of the other con=
stltuants you wentioned, Ferhaps the migtake is in tryinz to draw any anslogy
at all, A concept such a2z wall is however Loo howely to be thrown aside,

With rl]l hest recerds,

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Frofessor of Medical Genetics

Ji/ew



